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Kim Smith and her 10-year-old son Darion, of Merlin, shop for school supplies Friday at Staples in Chatham. The youth checks his basket while his mother goes over the list.
See story Page 3.
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Healing to honour Jennifer
ERICA BAJER
The Daily News
Most parents love their children unconditionally — Brian
and Leslie Jenkins are no different.
But, unlike most, that love was
put to the ultimate test.
Their son Mason, now 33, is
serving a life sentence for the
premeditated murder of his
younger sister Jennifer on Jan.
6, 1998.
The shy 18-year-old was shot
five times in the head and heart
as she sat in her favourite chair
watching a soap opera.
Within hours of finding their
beloved daughter’s lifeless body
on the basement floor of their
Chatham home, the Jenkins
faced the agonizing dilemma of
whether to stand by their only
living child — the prime suspect.
In the Jenkins’ first interview
with The Chatham Daily News,
they admit it wasn’t really a
choice; of course they would
support their son.
“We are parents,” Leslie said.
“Why would we throw Mason
away? He is part of us.”
The Jenkins, including Mason,
share their story in the poignant
and provoking documentary Life
With Murder.
Revelations made during filming, more than a decade after the
murder that forever shattered
their family, continue to test the
strength of a parent’s love.
The film, directed by threetime Emmy Award winner John
Kastner, debuts on television
Tuesday at 10 p.m. on CTV. A
two-hour expanded version of
the film will run on Sept. 11 at
7 p.m.
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Before the filming, the family
had never discussed the events
of Jan. 6, 1998 with each other.
One can only guess why parents wouldn’t demand explanations and details, why they
wouldn’t force their child to
answer to the allegations.
The Jenkins have their reasons.
In watching the film, it’s obvious that the family relationship
is tenuous and none of the three

Jenkins are willing to risk losing
their connection to each other.
Mason admits to the filmmaker that he’s reluctant to
reveal too much.
“As a liar it’s hard for me to tell
the truth and then on top of it I
might lose the only support that
I have left,” he says.
Throughout the film it’s painful to watch these two parents
struggle with questions they
don’t voice for fear of the

answers.
Leslie told The Daily News
that after the crime, there wasn’t
an opportunity to talk to Mason
about the allegations.
“There was never any private
time when no one was watching,” she said.
Brian and Leslie said they
have come to terms with what
they know about their daughter’s
death and don’t feel the need to

dwell.
“How do you move to the
future if you stay stuck in the
past?” Leslie asked.
“To keep asking for details,
keeps you living in the pain.”
Brian said when the family
is together, what happened to
Jennifer is always with them. But,
it doesn’t consume their visits.
“Why labour over it? You have
to move on,” Brian said.
In order to heal, Leslie said the
family can’t let the crime define
their relationship.
“To honour Jennifer is not
to live that way,” she said. “She
would be most devastated if she
thought we were crippled . . .
and couldn’t move on.”
She said when they visit
Mason in prison — for private,
multi-day visits in a small cottage
on the grounds of the mediumsecurity institution — they often
talk about Jennifer.
“Jennifer loved him and he
loved her,” she said.
The couple, who were open
and engaging during a lengthy
interview in their Jasper Avenue
home, speak fondly of both their
children.
“He’s got a lot of good qualities,” Leslie said of Mason. “He is
not a monster.”
Brian added Mason has grown
a lot while in prison — he’s
matured.
By all accounts, Jennifer was
a mature, loving teen who was
well-liked with a tight circle of
friends.
“Her overall personality was
one of being very soft and easygoing,” Leslie said.

John Kastner photo

Leslie, left, Brian and Mason Jenkins during the ﬁlming of Life with Murder. The documentary will air
Tuesday on CTV and an extended version is scheduled to run Sept. 11. Check your local listings.
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JENKINS MURDER: Inside a difficult journey
NICOLAI, Theunis (Dennis) - of Blenheim
passed away at the Chatham-Kent Health
Alliance on Thursday August 26, 2010.
Dennis was born in Holland 77 years ago
and came to Canada with his parents at the
age of 15. He settled in the Pembroke area
where he farmed. Upon his retirement,
Dennis and his wife Jean (Verhoeven), who
passed away on December 11, 2009, lived
in Blenheim. Dennis was the last surviving
member of his family which included 4
brothers and 2 sisters. He is survived by
many nieces and nephews. Visitation will be
held at the BLENHEIM COMMUNITY
FUNERAL HOME on Sunday from 2 - 4
p.m. A Funeral Service for Dennis will be
held on Monday August 30, 2010 at 11:00
a.m. Interment in Maple Leaf Cemetery,
Chatham. Friends wishing to remember
Dennis with a memorial donation are asked
to consider the Canadian Cancer Society.
Online condolences and memorial
donations may be left for the family at
www.blenheimcommunityfuneralhome.com
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grainprices
Editor’s Note: The local grain quotations are provided by Thompsons Limited in
Blenheim.
Friday's quotes
2009 crop cash corn: $146.06 per tonne;
$3.71 per bushel.
2010 crop new corn: $149.99 per tonne;
$3.81 per bushel.
2009 crop cash soys: $382.49 per tonne;
$10.41 per bushel.
2010 crop new soys: $365.96 per tonne;
$9.96 per bushel.
2010 wheat, soft white: $206.68 per
tonne; $5.625 per bushel.
2010 wheat, soft red: $179.12 per tonne;
$4.875 per bushel.
2011 wheat, soft white: $213.11 per tonne;
$5.80 per bushel.
2011 wheat, soft red: $183.72 per tonne;
$5.00 per bushel.

BRIDGE TO CLOSE FOR ONE
MONTH
The Daily News
Motorists should be aware that Base Line
at the bridge over Little Bear Creek will be
closed starting Monday until Oct. 1.
The area will be restricted to one lane
during the bridge replacement work.
Drivers are asked to obey the traffic
signals at the site.
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Mason, left, Leslie and Brian Jenkins during a family visit in prison.

Family are forgotten victims
FROM PAGE 1

They said their daughter, known as
“Jenny J” to her friends, is remembered
in the film with footage of her laughing
and enjoying life. Her kind and gentle
spirit emanates from the screen in video
clips of her at school and in a pool.
Memories of Jennifer are everywhere
in the couple’s home. It’s part of the
reason they stayed in the house where
the tragedy occurred.
“We have memories in this house,”
Brian said. “It’s where we raised our
family.”
The couple is only now trying to sell
the home they’ve lived in since the early
1980s. Brian has been struggling with
health problems and the couple is looking to downsize.
The fiercely private couple, who were
upset with The Daily News’ coverage
of the crime and trial, said they’re not
seeking publicity.
They participated in the film because
they believe in Kastner’s vision and his
hope that it will help other families.
Kastner said there’s very little support
or resources for the families of violent
offenders.
They are the forgotten victims.
“It’s a way of drawing attention to this
neglect we have to an important issue,”
Kastner said of the film.
He said the documentary, which has
been picked up by A&E and an educational distributor, will be used to help
people understand the struggle and loss
families face.
“It traces the journey of coping,”
Kastner said.
The director’s respect for Leslie and
Brian is obvious as he discusses filming
the family.
He admits when he set out to tell the
Jenkins’ story, he never dreamed he’d
catch such explosive revelations on
camera.
“They’ve been to hell and back repeatedly. Nobody should judge them until
you see this film,” Kastner said.
The gripping documentary sheds light
on the Jenkins’ choices through police
interrogation video, home movies and
revealing interviews with Brian, Leslie
and Mason.
It moves from heartbreaking 911 tape
and emotional police video to startlingly
normal views of the Jenkins family’s new
reality behind the walls of Warkworth
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NEW SERVICE:
GOODWILL CAREER CENTRE
OPENING IN CHATHAM
Daily News Staff
A new G oodw ill Career
Centre is slated to open at 300
Lacroix St. in Chatham on Sept.
7.
Operated by Goodwill
In d u s t r i e s — E s s e x Ke n t
Lambton, the centre will help
people find sustainable employment, provide job searching
tools and information, build job
search skills, and suggest other
programs and services.
The centre will also bridge
employers with prospective
employees.
This Employment Ontario
project is funded in part by the
Government of Canada and
is part of the $1.6 billion the
Ontario government is investing in Employment Ontario this
year.
The centre is also made
possible from the revenue of
Goodwill retail stores.
“Ontarians will now be able
to access all the employment
and training programs and services they need to find in one
location,” said John Milloy,
Minister of Training, Colleges
and Universities, in a written
release.
G oodw ill Career Centre
employment consultants will
be on hand to assist clients.
The centre, located near
Sobey’s grocery store, will
open Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on
Tuesday and Thursday.
For more information about
employment services available
at the Goodwill Career Centre,
call 519-354-4400.
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Jennifer Jenkins
penitentiary.
In an unexpected twist, the film
reveals who really killed Jennifer — the
killer confesses on camera.
The film is hard to watch yet impossible to turn away from as it follows the
Jenkins’ journey towards truth and forgiveness.
“The story is mainly about the parents
. . . who have to respond to these revelations,” Kastner said. “It is a portrait of
unconditional love.”
The Jenkins have paid the price for
that love. The couple has often been
tried and condemned in the court of
public opinion.
Instead of sympathy and compassion,
the Jenkins were often met with avoidance and criticism for continuing to
stand by Mason.
But, while some friends and family
members turned their backs, others
opened their arms and helped shield
them from the stigma.
“When we talk about people turning
away, we also had people who embraced
us,” Leslie said.
Brian added that they didn’t pay attention to gossip and for a time became
reclusive in an effort to avoid the whispers and stares of a small town.
When watching the film, it’s impossible to judge the Jenkins for their decision to hold tight to what’s left of their
family.
“This is as good as it gets for us to
move on as a family unit,” Brian says in

the movie.
Mason, a self-described liar, isn’t a
sympathetic character in the film. It’s
not a movie aimed at eliciting an understanding of him or his motivations – it
simply zooms in as Mason peels away
his own layers and starts to admit some
truths.
There are moments of what seems to
be genuine honesty from Mason. But,
those moments are rare compared to
the times when his explanations lack the
ring of truth and appear to be self-serving excuses, rather than honest revelations.
Mason has always maintained his
innocence and told police that four men
were responsible for Jennifer’s murder.
A Chatham jury didn’t believe his
story.
The Crown’s theory, presented at trial,
was that Mason murdered his sister and
intended to kill his parents in a plot to
get money.
Sgt. George Vieira, of the ChathamKent Police Service, was the lead detective in Jennifer’s slaying.
At first he was a reluctant participant
in the film.
“I didn’t want to be part of anything
that would give Mason his 15 minutes of
fame,” he said.
However, he came to see its therapeutic value for Brian and Leslie.
“This is part of the healing process and
to some extent, it’s part of the closure on
their journey to understand what happened and possibly why,” he said.
Vieira said the film may also help
some members of the community who
grieve for Jennifer.
“It allows the public insight into the
mindset that they (the Jenkins) had to
go through at the time and the turmoil
they’re confronted with daily,” he said.
Vieira added many people were astonished that the couple didn’t disown
Mason.
He wasn’t as quick to judge.
“I don’t think you can truly make that
decision until you are faced with it,” he
said. “It was the most difficult thing a
parent could go through.”
Leslie and Brian said they didn’t participate in the film to defend their decisions.
“It’s not for us to make people understand,” Leslie said.

Here are the winning numbers from
the Ontario Lottery Corp. for Friday's
Encore, Ontario Pick 3, Ontario Pick
4 and Daily Keno draws:
The winning Encore number was:
1226004.
The winning Ontario Pick 3 number
was: 2 6 1 .
The winning Ontario Pick 4 number
was: 9 4 1 6.
The winning Keno numbers were: 4,
7, 8, 16, 20, 24, 31 ,33, 36, 38, 40,
42, 45, 52, 55, 56, 64, 66, 67 and
69.
The winning Lotto Max numbers
were not available at press time.
In the event of any discrepancy
between this list and the official
winning numbers, the latter shall
prevail.
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resident of Bothwell and formerly of
Morpeth passed away suddenly at his home
on Thursday, August 26th, 2010 at the age
of 43 years. Born in Chatham, son of
Beverly (Smith) Fuller and her husband
Ronald of Ridgetown and the late R.
Douglas Smith (1989). Loved father of Julia
Rae Smith. Dear brother of Robert J. Smith
and his wife Beth of Courtanay, B.C., Brian
D, Smith and his wife Joy of Meaford
Ontario and Stuart R. Smith of Vancouver.
Also surviving is his former wife Kathleen
Wingrove Smith of Shrewsbury and several
nieces, nephews and cousins. Carl was
employed by Comptank of Bothwell and
was the lead singer of the band
“Repertoire“. He was also a member of the
Ridge Players. The Family will receive
friends at the McKINLAY FUNERAL HOME,
76 Main Street East, Ridgetown on Sunday
from 2:00-4:30 and 7:00-9:00 p.m. Funeral
Service from the Funeral Home on Monday
at 11:00 a.m. with Rev. Judith Fayter of Erie
Street United Church, Ridgetown officiating.
Interment of cremated remains in Morpeth
Cemetery at a later date. Donations to Erie
Street United Church or the Royal Canadian
Legion Branch 243 Ridgetown appreciated.
Online condolences may be left at
www.mckinlayfuneralhome.com
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